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ABSTRACT

Reading interest among elementary school students remains a challenge,
particularly when students are less enthusiastic about literacy activities and
are more attracted to entertainment-based activities. This study investigated
the effectiveness of picture stories in improving reading interest among third-
grade students at UPT SD Negeri 1 Sereang. The study employed a
quantitative approach using a one-group pre-test—post-test design. Data were
collected through reading interest questionnaires, observation, and
documentation. The treatment involved structured reading activities using
picture stories for 10—15 minutes before learning activities, followed by
discussion and sharing of story content. The findings indicated an
improvement in students’ reading interest after the implementation of picture
stories. The increase was reflected in students’ attention, participation,
enthusiasm, and willingness to continue reading activities. The study
concludes that picture stories are an effective instructional medium for
supporting literacy development in elementary schools.

Keywords: Picture Stories; Reading Interest; Literacy; Elementary School
Students; Reading Activities

INTRODUCTION

Reading is one of the fundamental skills that plays an essential role in the
educational process, particularly at the elementary school level. Reading ability is
not only related to mastering letters and words but also contributes significantly to
developing students’ thinking skills, understanding information, expanding
knowledge, and building character. Through reading activities, students can acquire
new knowledge, enrich their vocabulary, and develop their imagination and critical
thinking skills. Therefore, reading interest needs to be cultivated from an early age
so that students become accustomed to considering reading as a necessity rather
than merely an obligation.
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However, in reality, students’ reading interest at the elementary school level
remains relatively low. Many students are less interested in reading books,
particularly textbooks or educational reading materials. They tend to prefer visual
and entertainment-based activities, such as using gadgets, watching videos, or
playing games. This condition presents a challenge for teachers in developing a
literacy culture in schools. If reading interest is not fostered from an early age, it
may affect students’ ability to comprehend learning materials and negatively
influence their academic achievement.

Based on initial observations at UPT SD Negeri 1 Sereang, particularly among
third-grade students, several problems related to reading interest were identified.
Some students showed limited enthusiasm during reading activities, lacked
concentration when asked to read texts, and were less active in responding to
reading content. This condition was reflected in the low participation of students
during literacy activities and their limited willingness to read independently.
Therefore, an engaging learning strategy that is appropriate to the characteristics of
elementary school students is needed.

One effort that can be implemented to improve students’ reading interest is the use
of attractive learning media, particularly picture stories. Picture stories are reading
materials that combine texts with engaging and colorful illustrations. The presence
of images in stories can help students understand reading content, stimulate
curiosity, and increase their motivation to read. For elementary school students,
especially those in lower grades, pictures play an important role because they help
students visualize stories and comprehend story sequences more easily.

The use of picture stories in learning activities is considered effective because it
aligns with the cognitive development characteristics of elementary school
children, who are still in the concrete operational stage. At this stage, children can
understand information more easily when it is presented through visual and
concrete representations. Picture stories function not only as reading materials but
also as learning media that can stimulate imagination, improve concentration, and
develop students’ language skills. Through attractive visual presentations, picture
stories can create an enjoyable learning environment, allowing students to engage
in reading activities without feeling forced.

Furthermore, picture stories can also serve as a medium for instilling moral, social,
and character values among students. Through characters and storylines, students
can learn values such as honesty, discipline, responsibility, and mutual respect.
Thus, the use of picture stories contributes not only to improving reading interest
but also to supporting students’ character development. In the context of learning
at UPT SD Negeri | Sereang, the use of picture stories is expected to become a
solution for addressing the low reading interest of third-grade students. Through
planned and continuous picture story reading activities, students are expected to
become more interested in reading, more actively involved in literacy activities, and
better able to comprehend reading materials. Teachers can also utilize picture
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stories as a means of creating interactive learning activities, such as shared reading,
story discussions, and retelling activities.

Based on the explanation above, it is necessary to conduct research on the use of
picture stories in improving the reading interest of third-grade students at UPT SD
Negeri 1 Sereang. This research is expected to provide a clear description of the
effect of picture stories on students’ reading interest and serve as a reference for
teachers in selecting appropriate learning media. In addition, the findings of this
study are expected to provide consideration for schools in developing more
effective and engaging literacy programs for students.

LITERATURE REVIEW
Reading Interest

Reading interest refers to an individual’s tendency or desire to engage in reading
activities voluntarily and continuously. Reading interest does not develop instantly;
rather, it grows through habituation processes and enjoyable reading experiences.
Individuals with high reading interest tend to demonstrate enthusiasm, curiosity,
and willingness to spend time reading without being forced. At the elementary
school level, reading interest plays a crucial role because it serves as a foundation
for students’ learning success at subsequent educational levels. Children who enjoy
reading will find it easier to understand learning materials, possess a broader
vocabulary, and develop critical and creative thinking skills. Conversely, low
reading interest may lead to limited comprehension of learning materials and
negatively affect students’ learning outcomes. Reading interest is influenced by
several factors, including internal and external factors. Internal factors include
motivation, attention, and children’s mental readiness. Meanwhile, external factors
involve family and school environments, the availability of reading materials, and
the teaching methods and learning media used by teachers. Therefore, teachers play
an important role in creating a learning environment that can foster students’
reading interest through the selection of appropriate strategies and media.

Picture Stories

Picture stories are reading materials that combine texts with related illustrations to
convey a story. The images in picture stories function to clarify the content of the
story, attract readers’ attention, and assist readers in understanding the storyline and
messages conveyed. Picture stories generally use simple language and easily
understandable story structures, making them highly suitable for elementary
school-aged children. In learning activities, picture stories have several advantages,
including: (1) attracting students’ attention, (2) improving imagination, (3)
facilitating comprehension of reading content, and (4) creating an enjoyable
learning atmosphere. In addition, picture stories can also be used as a medium for
instilling moral, social, and character values through the characters and events
presented in the stories.
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The use of picture stories is also consistent with the cognitive development
characteristics of elementary school children, who are still at the concrete
operational stage. At this stage, children can understand information more easily
when it is presented visually and concretely. Therefore, the presence of images in
reading materials can help children connect texts with meanings more effectively.

Reading Interest of Elementary School Students

Elementary school students have unique characteristics, including enjoying play
activities, being attracted to visually appealing materials, and having relatively
short attention spans. Therefore, learning activities that are monotonous and lack
variation tend to make students bored easily. In the context of reading, students are
generally more interested in reading materials that contain attractive pictures,
colors, and engaging stories compared to long texts without illustrations. Students’
reading interest can be improved through various strategies, such as reading
habituation, providing age-appropriate reading materials, utilizing attractive
learning media, and receiving support from teachers and the school environment.
Regular literacy activities, such as reading before lessons begin, can also help
develop students’ reading habits.

The Use of Picture Stories in Improving Reading Interest

The use of picture stories in learning activities has been proven to improve students’
reading interest. Picture stories make reading activities more enjoyable and less
monotonous. Students become more interested in reading because of attractive
illustrations and easily understandable stories. Furthermore, picture stories can
increase students’ active participation in learning activities, such as asking
questions, retelling story content, and engaging in discussions. In the context of
elementary school learning, picture stories can be used as supporting media for
literacy activities and thematic learning. Teachers can utilize picture stories as
introductory reading materials, discussion materials, or as a medium for
strengthening learning content. Therefore, the use of picture stories not only
improves reading interest but also supports students’ comprehension and learning
outcomes. Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that picture stories
are an effective medium for improving elementary school students’ reading interest.
Therefore, the implementation of picture stories in third-grade learning at UPT SD
Negeri 1 Sereang is expected to significantly enhance students’ reading interest and
create a more active and enjoyable learning environment.

METHOD
Design and Sample
This study employed a quantitative approach using a quasi-experimental research

design. The design applied was the One Group Pretest—Posttest Design, which
involved a single group without a comparison group. This design was chosen to
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measure the improvement of students’ reading interest after receiving treatment
through the use of picture stories. The students were given a pretest to determine
their initial reading interest, followed by learning activities using picture stories,
and finally a posttest to identify changes in their reading interest after the treatment.
The research was conducted at UPT SD Negeri 1 Sereang, Bone Regency,
Indonesia. The research site was selected based on preliminary observations
indicating that the reading interest of third-grade students needed improvement.
The study was carried out during the second semester of the academic year
according to the school schedule. The sample of this study consisted of all third-
grade students at UPT SD Negeri 1 Sereang. The subjects were selected using total
sampling, meaning that all students in the class participated in the research.

Instruments and Procedures

Data were collected through observation, questionnaires, and documentation.
Observation was conducted to identify students’ initial reading interest conditions
and their participation during learning activities using picture stories. An
observation sheet was used to record students’ involvement during the treatment.
The main instrument of this study was a reading interest questionnaire using a
Likert scale. The questionnaire was administered before and after the treatment to
measure students’ reading interest. The indicators included enjoyment of reading,
attention toward reading materials, interest in reading materials, and reading habits.
Documentation was also used to support the research data, including student data,
photographs of learning activities, and other relevant documents. Before being
used, the questionnaire and observation sheet were validated to ensure the clarity,
relevance, and appropriateness of the instrument items. The research procedure was
conducted in three stages. First, the planning stage involved preparing the research
instruments and picture story media. Second, the implementation stage included
administering the pretest, conducting learning activities using picture stories, and
administering the posttest. Third, the final evaluation stage involved processing the
collected data, analyzing the results, and drawing conclusions regarding the
effectiveness of picture stories in improving students’ reading interest.

Data Analysis

The collected data were analyzed using quantitative descriptive analysis. The
pretest and posttest questionnaire scores were calculated to determine the average
level of students’ reading interest before and after the implementation of picture
stories. The improvement in reading interest was identified by comparing the
differences between the pretest and posttest results. The analysis focused on
describing the increase in students’ reading interest after receiving the treatment.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

This study was conducted to examine the effectiveness of using picture stories in
improving students’ reading interest through a one group pretest—posttest design.
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Data collection was conducted twice, namely the initial test (pretest) before the
treatment and the final test (posttest) after the treatment. The pretest was conducted
on December 12, 2024, while the posttest was conducted on January 25, 2025.

The treatment implemented in this study involved a structured reading habituation
activity using picture storybooks for 15 minutes before the learning process began.
This activity was carried out repeatedly through several meetings to develop a
consistent reading habit among students. In addition to reading activities, students
were encouraged to share their reading experiences, such as mentioning the title of
the book, characters, story summaries, and moral messages. This activity
encouraged students not only to read but also to comprehend the content and
express their understanding of the stories they read.

The measurement results showed an improvement in students’ average reading
interest scores after the implementation of picture stories. The average pretest score
was 51.28%, while the average posttest score increased to 89.56%. The difference
between the pretest and posttest scores was 38.28 points. These findings indicate
that before the treatment, students’ reading interest was relatively low, as reflected
by the initial average score in the fifty-percent range. After the implementation of
picture story reading activities, the score increased significantly, approaching
ninety percent, indicating improved student interest and involvement in reading
activities.

To determine the level of improvement proportionally, the pretest and posttest data
were analyzed using the N-Gain calculation. The analysis resulted in an average N-
Gain value of 0.79, equivalent to 78.98%. Based on the effectiveness criteria used
in this study, the obtained N-Gain percentage was categorized as effective.
Individual data also showed variations in improvement among students. The lowest
N-Gain score was 55.56% (N-Gain = 0.56), while the highest reached 100% (N-
Gain = 1.00). These findings indicate that although all students experienced
improvement, the level of improvement varied due to differences in initial reading
habits, environmental support, reading comprehension ability, and students’
preferences toward story themes. Overall, the improvement demonstrates that the
treatment contributed to increasing reading interest at the class level, as most
posttest scores were within the high category range (80-100).

In addition to pretest and posttest results, the study was supported by observation
data analyzed using a Likert scale. The overall observation results reached 83.8%,
indicating positive student responses toward reading activities using picture stories.
This percentage demonstrates that picture story media increased student
involvement, attention, and enthusiasm during reading activities compared to their
initial condition. Overall, the findings show that the use of picture stories had a
strong impact on improving students’ reading interest, supported by three main
indicators: (1) an increase in average scores from 51.28% to 89.56%, (2) an
effective N-Gain value of 78.98%, and (3) positive observation results reaching
83.8%.
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The findings of this study indicate that students’ reading interest improved
significantly after the implementation of picture story media through structured
reading habituation activities. The improvement was reflected not only in the
quantitative scores but also in students’ engagement during the learning process.
The average pretest score increased from 51.28% to 89.56% in the posttest, with an
average N-Gain value of 78.98%, which was categorized as effective. These
findings support the idea that visual-based media and age-appropriate reading
materials can serve as effective tools for developing reading interest among
elementary school students.

Picture stories are effective because they combine textual information with
illustrations, making reading activities more accessible and engaging for students.
Elementary school children generally respond positively to visual stimuli. When
illustrations support the storyline, students can understand the content more easily,
predict story developments, and connect the reading materials with their own
experiences. As a result, reading is no longer perceived as a difficult task but as an
enjoyable activity. This condition encourages students to read independently, spend
more time engaging with reading materials, and maintain better concentration
during literacy activities. Furthermore, picture stories help reduce reading barriers
among students who lack confidence or are not accustomed to reading long texts.
Through illustrations, students can follow the storyline, understand the main ideas,
and become motivated to complete the reading materials. This mechanism explains
why students’ posttest scores increased significantly after receiving the treatment.

Another important factor contributing to the effectiveness of the treatment was the
consistent implementation of the 15-minute reading habituation strategy before
learning activities. This routine encouraged students to consider reading as a normal
part of classroom activities rather than an additional task. Through repeated
practice, reading habits gradually became more structured and sustainable. The
activity was also strengthened through follow-up activities, such as sharing reading
experiences by presenting book titles, characters, summaries, and moral messages.
These activities allowed students not only to read but also to process and
communicate information from the texts, making reading experiences more
meaningful. The increase in scores from 51.28% to 89.56% indicates a substantial
improvement in students’ reading interest. The relatively low initial score reflected
limited reading enthusiasm, weak reading habits, and fewer enjoyable reading
experiences. After the intervention, the significant increase in scores showed that
students began to experience the benefits and enjoyment of reading. Based on the
N-Gain analysis, the score of 78.98% indicates that picture stories effectively
improved students’ reading interest compared with their initial conditions.

Although the overall results showed effectiveness, individual student data revealed
differences in improvement levels. Some students achieved an N-Gain score of
55.56%, while others reached 100%. This variation is understandable because
reading interest is influenced by internal factors, such as motivation, previous
reading habits, and self-confidence, as well as external factors, including family
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support, access to reading materials, and peer environments. Nevertheless, all
students showed positive development, indicating that the intervention successfully
encouraged collective improvement rather than benefiting only certain students.

The observation results, which reached 83.8%, further strengthened the quantitative
findings by showing positive student responses toward picture story-based reading
activities. These responses were reflected in increased attention during reading,
greater participation in sharing story content, and a more supportive classroom
atmosphere for literacy activities. Therefore, the improvement in posttest scores
was supported by observable behavioral changes throughout the treatment process.
The findings imply that teachers can utilize picture stories as a regular medium in
classroom literacy programs, particularly through short but consistent reading
habituation strategies. The 15-minute reading activity before lessons is relatively
easy to implement and does not interfere with the main learning process, while still
providing a meaningful contribution to developing a reading culture. With the
support of varied age-appropriate story themes and simple follow-up activities such
as discussions or book reviews, students’ reading interest can continue to develop
sustainably.

CONCLUSION

The use of picture stories has been proven effective in improving the reading
interest of third-grade students at UPT SD Negeri 1 Sereang. This effectiveness is
reflected in the increase in students’ reading interest scores before and after the
treatment, where the average pretest score of 51.28% increased to 89.56% in the
posttest. Furthermore, the N-Gain analysis result of 78.98% indicates that the
improvement achieved was categorized as effective. The effectiveness of picture
story media was demonstrated not only through quantitative results but also through
changes in students’ attitudes during the learning process. Students showed higher
enthusiasm, better concentration during reading activities, and more active
participation in literacy activities, such as retelling story content and engaging in
discussions. The positive responses obtained from observation data further confirm
that picture stories can make reading activities more attractive, enjoyable, and
meaningful for students. Therefore, picture stories can be considered an appropriate
literacy medium for developing reading habits in elementary schools, particularly
among lower-grade students. Short but consistent reading habituation activities,
accompanied by simple follow-up activities, can contribute to building a stronger
reading culture in the classroom. The findings of this study are expected to provide
valuable input for teachers and schools in developing more creative, effective, and
sustainable literacy programs.
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